Newsletter 2nd March 2025
Dear All,

We hope you are having a good March weekend - isn't it incredible that it is March already! We have had a great first week of term and we are loving looking at Julia Donaldson's books. There is such a wealth of learning material contained within them and the art work that can be inspired by her books is brilliant. We are building some lovely displays of Gruffalos and the smartest giants ties so far whilst the walls wait for other inspired masterpieces over the next 5 weeks of term!

This week we will be looking at the following of Julia's books:-

Monday - The Scarecrow's Wedding
Tuesday - Charlie Cook's Favourite Book
Wednesday - Cave Baby
Thursday - What the Ladybird Heard
Friday - The Smeds and the Smoos

For the older children (our butterfly group) these books will be accompanied by books relating to topics within the stories such as :-

It's ok to be Different by Todd Parr
Ruby's Worries by T.Percival 
Will You Be My Friend by M.Potter

Our middle aged children who attend the Cocoon circle time are currently taught by Rachel who is one of our Early Years teachers. She also follows the same story of the day and builds phonics and maths skills into her sessions

The two year old circle time is designed to pick out simple concepts based on the book of the day with sensory and tactile activities built into the session. These concepts can include matching colour, counting, grouping, exploring new words - the list is endless!

All these sessions are planned with the children's next steps of learning in mind covering all 7 of the Early Years areas of learning. These include communication and language, physical development, personal social and emotional development, maths, literacy, understanding of the world and expressive arts. We are passionate about providing excellent learning opportunities for our children and these circle times are one of the ways in which every child can access the chance to explore new ideas and concepts. We will expand on the other ways which we deliver the early years curriculum in subsequent newsletters!!

We will continue with the number 9 and the letter 'r' this week. The butterfly children will look at some new vocab including the words pair, brook, cackle, jealous and clamber. Our new sign language signs will be sand, tired and banana.

World Book day is this Thursday (6th March) so if your child would like to dress up as a Julia Donaldson character that would be great. Any costume will be fine though!!

It is pancake day on Tuesday (4th March) so we will be attempting to make (and possibly flip!) some pancakes. If any one would like to donate toppings for the pancakes we would love berries, syrup, lemons, sugar, sprinkle etc - mmm, looking forward to it!!

We are looking forward to this coming week with our Westborough family - bring it on!!

See you in the morning!

Love from your Westborough Team

