Newsletter 23rd February 2025
Hello Everyone - nice to be back after a week off - we hope you have all had a lovely half term! Right at the top let us remind you that we are back on TUESDAY 25th February so don't make a wasted trip out on Monday!

This term is our Julia Donaldson term. We love this term as we explore many of the books written by Julia. ( She has published 184 works 64 of which are widely available in bookshops!) We also have world book day on Thursday 6th March where we can all dress up as a character from one of the books we are reading. We will incorporate learning about authors and how a book comes to be. We might even try writing our own book! This week our books will be :-

Tuesday - The Gruffalo
Wednesday - The Paper Dolls
Thursday - The Smartest Giant in Town
Friday - Tyrannosaurus Drip

Our learning activities that surround our books will highlight various themes connected to what we are reading such as pattern, rhyme, kindness, friendship, time, number and numerous other things! This week we will specifically look at the letter 'r' and the number 9 to extend our phonic and number recognition and manipulation. For our older children our new vocabulary will include the words poisonous, fierce, smart and frown. Our new sign language signs will be book, read, quiet and scared.

As mentioned World book day is on 6th March so do let your children dress up if they would like to. 

As spring arrives we will be playing outside more so please do make sure that your children have a change of shoes and clothes in their bags in case they get wet. As you know even with the smallest amount of water and aprons on some children still manage to get wet and we need to be able to change them!

Over the course of this term we will be taking small groups to Boyne Grove library to explore the books on offer there - we are really lucky to have a library so close to us!

Trips to our local parks are also on our agenda so please could we have some prior warning if you are planning to pick your child up earlier than our usual session ending times so we can make sure we are all back by then.

Please can we also remind you that if your child is sick there needs to be a 48 hour window since the last episode of vomiting to when your child returns to school. Sick bugs are really contagious, especially amongst small children, and we do want to try and protect all our children from any illnesses. Again, if your child is in need of Calpol or Neurofen in the morning then they should not be coming to school as  they might struggle to cope with preschool demands and other children might pick up an unwanted illness. Thank you so much for your understanding in these matters.

We are really looking forward to seeing everyone on Tuesday - can't wait to get stuck into our Julia Donaldson term!

Have a good Sunday and see you soon.

Lots of love from the Westborough Team

Addendum:-
Extract from the National Literacy Trust about the importance of reading to young children
Our work with Nielsen on consumer data shows that time spent on a screen, even at very young ages, is increasing rapidly. In 2014, 88% of children 0–2 spent up to one hour a day on screen but by 2019, spending up to one hour a day had dropped to 48% of 0–2s. Meanwhile, those 0–2s spending 1–3 hours a day on screen grew from 11% in 2014 to 42% in 2019. When used appropriately with a parent, technology can provide an important route in to reading. Our challenge is engaging parents with this, because data shows that 0–2s use a tablet ‘most often’ to visit YouTube (26%).
Regularly reading to a child for the love of it provides a connection between parent and child from the very early days and helps build strong family ties. Lines from favourite stories enter the family lexicon. Families who enjoy reading together have more opportunities for discussion, developing empathy and attachment. Reading to their infant is one of the greatest gifts parents can give. By starting the journey of building a lifelong love of reading for pleasure, parents are giving their child the opportunity to be the best they can be: children who read for pleasure do better in a wide range of subjects at school and it also positively impacts children’s wellbeing.

