News Email 17th November 2024
Good Evening Everybody - here we are again at the beginning of another week - week 3 of term. 

We had a great time last week looking at space with lots of dressed up astronauts, shaving foam planets, some 2 year olds remembering all the planet names (!) and big discussions about gravity and the lack of sound and air in space - we have such amazing children!!

This week we are basing all our Early Years curriculum around the topic of music. We will look at all types of music from Beethoven to break dancing and all types of instruments from trumpets to toothpaste boxes! It's fun, noisy and experimental!

Some of the books we will be using include:-
· My First Classical Music Book
· Sound - First Science by S.Cavell-Clarke
· My First Orchestra Book
· Puff the Magic Dragon
· What the Ladybird Heard by J.Donaldson
· The Rhyming Rabbit by J.Donaldson
· The Carnival of the Animals by Usborne
Our additional vocabulary this week will include the words plod, claves, strum, pitch and acapella - if children can learn dinosaur names they can learn the word acapella - can't wait to hear them using it! Our signs will be sing, quiet and tidy up. We will be continuing with the letter 'n' and the number 5.

The extract below is taken from ''Understanding the benefits of Music Education in the Early Years' by Julia Rennick who is an early childhood music and movement teacher.

'Music education can be extremely beneficial in supporting children's development, helping children establish crucial physical and social–emotional skills. It can also play a key role in many other aspects of lifelong learning, including improving literacy and language abilities and laying the foundation for proficiency in music. 
Music education provides extensive opportunities for children to develop and refine their gross and fine motor skills, enhancing their overall physical development. Their growing brains need rich movement activities and kinaesthetic experiences to develop these gross motor skills and their coordination. Activities that encourage young children to move their bodies through space—such as dancing, jumping, hopping, skipping, rolling, twirling, crawling, running, walking on tiptoe and using instruments—are great for developing these skills.
Quality music education can also help build young children’s social–emotional skills. For example, a music session held during group play can support the development of key social skills such as turn-taking and sharing. It can also provide opportunities to develop and extend children’s listening abilities through stimulating activities such as challenging them to identify instruments played out of sight.
The positive impact of music instruction on early literacy skills can be seen in the improvement of young children’s phonemic awareness and language abilities. Through listening to songs, children are introduced to rhyming text and rhythmic patterns—an understanding of which is essential for emergent readers.'


We are looking forward to all this learning!!
 
We need to make a correction to our term dates. Our last day of term will be THURSDAY 19th December not Friday 20th as previously stated. Our children's party will be held on Thursday 19th so if you do not usually attend on Thursday do have a word with us and we will make sure 
we can squeeze your child in - we don't want anyone to miss the fun! At the moment we are planning a little christmas singing show for you to come and watch (!) and this will be held on Wednesday 18th December. We think we will be combining the afternoon and morning children so the plan is that we do our singing at about 11.15am. We will keep you updated as plans progress!

Thankyou for all your snack donations they are really great and the children love having a different selection of fruits and carbs everyday - much appreciated!

Please could we just ask that everything that comes into preschool is named - even if it just with a pen on the label . As winter is nearly upon us we have a whole selection of gloves, hats and scarves that are constantly being put on and then shed and we do sometimes get them muddled up! Thank you.

Have a good evening and we will see you all in the morning.

With Love From the Westborough Team

