Newsletter 18th October 2024
Hello Everyone,

What a lovely week of weather, autumn and Octoberness! We have loved looking at all things Autumn this week - thank you for all your collections of conkers, leaves and acorns ( and the odd twig! ) for our displays and pattern making. We have enjoyed making hedgehogs with play doh and pasta, finger painting Autumn trees, making leaf people and seeing the fog this morning!

Next week is the last week of Autumn Term 1 and although it has been an 8 week term it has flown by. Just as a reminder we are at school until FRIDAY 25th October and we return on TUESDAY 5th November. On Friday we will be celebrating with our Diwali party - our children love a party!!

For this last week of term we will continue looking at Autumn and the changing of the seasons whilst adding the element of 'Harvest' to our learning. There will be lots of talk about where food comes from and how it gets from where it grows to our plates! The older children will also be looking at animals that hibernate and thinking about how that works and why that happens - interesting for adults too!

Some of the books we will be using next week include:-
Wood by K.Dicker
Welcome to the Woodland by R.Owen
Say Hi to Hedgehogs by J.McGuiness
Harvest Festival by N.Dickman
Oliver's Vegetables by V.French
Misty - a poem by S.Hughes
Pumpkin Soup by H.Cooper

We will begin to add the letter 'i' to our letter sounds s,a,t and p and will add 4 to our number learning. Our new vocabulary will include the words sprinkled, hibernation, paddock, mist and bargain and our signs to learn will be gold, like and don't like.

Two of our team have been on a great 'sensory processing' training session this week hosted at the Lawns in Windsor. We have been reminded that sensory processing refers to how people experience, interpret and use their senses to guide their day to day behaviour. Our senses not only include the five well known senses of taste, touch,hearing, sight and smell but also proprioception (senses of body awareness and position) , vestibular awareness (movement, balance and coordination) and interoception (noticing when we are tired, hungry or on a sugar low!). We, as humans, are complicated biomachines and our young children's brains are learning to constantly process a plethora of information bombarding our bodies through our senses. It is no wonder that sometimes their brains just get overloaded and a meltdown happens!! We all process sensory information in different ways (lights are too bright, fingernails on a blackboard sounds terrible, dentist drill noise makes you want to run a mile!) and it is the child's main adults that need to help them handle overload in a constructive way. Wow - what a responsibility we have!

Thank you to all of you who have signed up to bring donations for our Diwali party - the lists will be on the table next week in case you have missed them.

Please make sure all your child's coats, hats, gloves, scarves etc are named as we have muddled up a few coats this week (sorry!).

Thank you too for your snack donations - they have been very much appreciated.

And lastly a little anecdote..
I was doing a little bit of computer work in our small side room one day this week and one of the children walked past.'What are you doing?', she asked.
'I am just doing a little bit of work', I said
'Teacher's don't work', she said
'Oh, what do they do?', I asked
'Just make sure the kids are ok!', she replied.!!!

Lots of Love from the Westborough Team

