Newsletter 27th September 2024
Hello Everyone,

Another week has shot by and we all have another 5 days of experience under our belt. The greatest piece of 'news' we had from one of our lovely children this week was 'This morning I woke up!'. Made us all laugh! We have enjoyed looking at 'Our bodies' through various learning lenses from making models of our lungs to walking with bare feet through a shaving filled tuff tray! Brilliant!

And so we move on to week number 5 and the last of our 'All About Me' topics. Next week we will be exploring 'our pets'. Given that our pets would have a pretty rough time if we brought them in for show and tell (!) it would be lovely if you could send us photos of your pets so we can print them out to use in our circle times. And talking of photos we are moving on to the letter 'p' this week in our phonic times so any letter 'p' photos would be brilliant.

Some of the books we will be using this week will include:-
· The Great Pet Sale by M.Inkpen
· Leafy the Pet Leaf by P.Ardagh
· Kipper's New Pet by M.Inkpen
· Mog and Bunny by J.Kerr
· Wibbly Pig Picks a Pet by M.Inkpen
· Billy's Beetle by M.Inkpen
· Ginger by C.Voake
· Topsy & Tim Small Pets by G.Adamson
Our extension vocabulary for our butterfly group will include the words pair, rectangular, precious, perfect and pouch which are all taken from the books that we will be reading. Our new signs will be like, don't like and rabbit. 

We have loved focusing on the number 1 this week. We have had various photos up around the rooms displaying the number one in different ways and the children have been brilliant at noticing and chatting about 1. We have read some great maths books and have done some work at the back of our phonics books to understand the meaning of 'just 1'. Some of the older children have been looking at adding and taking away 1 from a number. It is so exciting when the children engage in such a positive way. So, with number one under some of our belts (!) we will be carrying on with the concept of 1 whilst adding the number 2 into the mix this coming week. Counting to 2 is the easy part, recognising the number 2 is a bit trickier, giving us just 2 out of a group is a bit trickier still, writing the number 2 is even trickier and adding or subtracting 2 from a given number is a real challenge so, whatever stage your child is at, there is lots to learn!!

We would love to catch up with you all about how your child has settled into preschool this term so, to that end, we will be holding parents meetings not this week but next week (Oct 7th-11th). We will have sign up sheets out on the welcome table next week so please do sign yourself up for a slot so that you have the chance to chat with your key person for 15 minutes. You can either choose to come into school for a face to face chat or we can set up a phone call if you would prefer. Your day will depend on who your key person is as below:-

Monday 7th - Stella and Mahwish
Tuesday 8th - Shilpi and Sophie
Wednesday 9th - Narinder 
Thursday 10th - Amy and Tomoko
Friday 11th - Rachel

For the next 3 weeks we thought it be good for us at Westborough to make up a food parcel to contribute to Maidenhead's food bank as part of our harvest festival celebrations. We will have a box out in the morning for any long lasting goods to be donated and we will take our parcel down to the food bank at the end of this half term. There are also lots of learning opportunities to be had whilst collecting food items so our 'Harvest Collection' will have many purposes!

For those of you who receive funding for your school fees please do make sure your codes are up to date. They need to be renewed every three months and there is no grace from the government if they are not updated - so please don't forget! If you have a 2 year old and you do not yet get funding your child will qualify for 15 hours of free education in the term after they are 3. Please do talk to us if you have any questions about funding  - we will do our best to answer them!

We look forward to another week with our great children but before that we hope you all have a great weekend and don't get too wet!
Love From the Westborough Team.

