News Email 8th September 2024
Hello Everyone,

We hope you have had a good weekend - it does go too quickly though! We had a super week last week welcoming everybody back to preschool. Our new children have settled in so well and our old children seem pleased to be back! Good!

So, here we are on week 2 of term. Our curriculum this week is still following the 'All About Me' theme but this week we are concentrating on 'Our Families'. Some of you have already sent in family photos for our board (thank you!) but if you haven't please do send one in by email so that we can show the photos in our circle times through the week and put them on our family board.

Some of the books we will be using this week include:-
The Family Book by T.Parr
All About Families by R.Owen
Who's in My Family by R.Harris
All Are Welcome Here by A.Penfold
In the Rain with Baby Duck by A.Hest
Rosie's Babies by M.Waddell
Owl Babies by M.Waddell
It's OK to be Different by T.Parr

We have enjoyed looking at the letter 's' and learning some of our 's' songs (Incy Wincy Spider  and See-Saw Margery Daw for example) so now we are going to be adding the 'a' sound to our repertoire. Our new 'a' songs include 'The Ants go marching one by one' so if you know that song you could bring it back to life at home this week! The children in our butterfly group learn a new word everyday that is taken from the books we read so this week those words will be neighbour, twins, match, proud and swoop. Our new signs will be toilet, sing and coat which are used throughout the preschool with all the children.

Don't forget that you can change your reading book at any time. Just put it inside your reading record and in the yellow tray on the table at the beginning of your session. Please do remember to bring your book bags every day and if you have a clear wallet as a temporary book bag 9whilst we wait for more stock) please bring that to school every day.

Thank you so much to those of you that have brought in snack donations to share with your key groups. We really appreciate your generosity and so do the children!!

I must just add a reminder that everything your child brings into school needs to be named including water bottles, coats and jumpers. Thanks! Oh also if your child is unwell enough to need Calpol in the morning please keep them at home for that day and let us know by ringing the school number (07342276648). We do like to try not to spread any infections!

Our 'Think Equal' group will be starting this week for some of our older children. This is a 90 lesson programme over the course of the academic year and will run on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. The lessons build upon each other so the children attending this will be some of those that attend for those 3 days.The aim of this programme is to give children a really strong foundation in social and emotional intelligence skills. Children learn, for example, to:- 
 
· Manage their own emotions and impulsive behaviours
· Build their confidence and self esteem
· Have empathy and show consideration for others
· Solve problems effectively and learn to resolve conflicts peacefully
· Build critical thinking skills and make responsible decisions
· Maintain healthy relationships and learn to collaborate

Every week we will update you on a different area of our teaching so that you can see what your children will be learning throughout the course of the year. So much to learn and such fun!!

We look forward to seeing you all this week.

With love from the Westborough Team

