Newsletter 2nd September 2024
Good Morning Everyone,

And welcome to the new 2024/2025 academic year! We are so looking forward to welcoming back all our families from last year and to welcoming our new families into our Westborough clan!
Every weekend we send out a news email like this one letting you know what is going to be happening in the week and any other info that might be interesting. If you ever have any queries or questions or just ideas please do use this email address as it is always being used (even after hours and at weekends!)

This week we start our curriculum with our 'All About Me' topic. This week much of our learning will be based around starting school and our feelings. Next week we will be talking about families so if it is possible we would love everyone to email us a photo of your family so that we can make a 'Family Board' display. We do find that the children love looking at these family photos and love finding their own family there! 

Every week we focus on one letter of the alphabet. It is really important for later reading skills that we focus on the sound the letter makes, not its name. So, this week we are looking at the letter 's'. If you could encourage your children to say 'sssss' rather than 'ess' that will begin to encourage the skills they will need in the future to decode words! Every letter we learn is hopefully (!) matched by photos from home that contain that letter. So this week please do send in any 's' photos that you can take - snake, swim, sunny, sweets, anything that can be shown in a photo (preferably with your child in it too!) For some of our older children that already know the 's' sound we will be looking at the 'sh' sound.

We always send out a list of some of the books that we will be using throughout the week so that you can borrow them from the library or purchase them yourselves if you are looking for good books to buy! Some of the books we will be using this week include:-

Topsy and Tim - New Lunchboxes by G.Adamson
You Can Be My Friend by L.Child
Why So Sad Brown Rabbit by S.Cain
A Duck So Small by E.Holstein
Sometimes I Like to Curl up in a Ball by V.Churchill

Along with our phonic sound we also learn 3 sign language signs every week which we use within the setting. This week we will be looking at the signs for milk, sit down and sand.

We have 4 separate circle times every day for various ages and stages of children. They are called the Sunshine group, the Caterpillar group, the Cocoon group and the Butterfly group. We will send home a little 'Paddington Bearlike' (!) luggage tag tied to your child's bookbag on their first day bag to tell you their circle time group and their key person for this year.

We do rely quite heavily on snack donations from parents for our snack time food. If you could donate a little something every so often the children are always excited to have a variety of snacks! We have a snack basket on the welcome table at the beginning of each session to collect things to eat! Some ideas include a packet of apples, a cucumber, crackers, plain biscuits and even sometimes as a treat crisps or cakes! Thank you in advance!

Please can you make sure that all the items your child brings to school are named including shoes, coats, hats, bookbags, jumpers, lunch boxes and water bottles. As you can imagine clothes and shoes come on and off all the time and mix ups do happen if we are unsure what is whose!

I think that is enough information for now - if we think of anything else we will drop another email off to you. Please do look at our website too as it includes term dates, some resource links and all our curriculum topics as well as all our policies for the smooth running of school. Please do particularly read our sickness policy and our safeguarding policy so that you know how we operate regarding those areas of our operation.

We are looking forward to seeing all of you again this week - new children on Tuesday 3rd (you should all have appointment times) and all our returning children on Wednesday 4th September.

With love from the Westborough Team

